So far, feedback has been limited, so I think it’s safe to assume that nobody has any major objections to these bylaws, with the exceptions below, which will likely be put to a vote.  Also, it’s come to my attention that the list of important friends of JOE’s e-mails that I have isn’t complete.  Please pass this (and any other of my e-mails) along to anybody I may have forgotten!
1) Should we allow people to become members by donating “in kind” (with, say labor and gifts), or should every member be required to pay $25 every year to remain a member?  For a PURELY HYPOTHETICAL example, let’s say that somebody fails to pay their $25 annual fee, but they do live painting at our shows and donate the finished product.  Should that person be granted membership?  What if somebody donates $25 worth of food and drinks over a year?  Does that person still have to pay?  Consider these examples in preparation for voting.

2) Legacy and gold-level membership.  All members have paid their dues, but we have a few members who have gone “above and beyond” and have contributed far more money than the rest of us.  Some of us feel that those people should be given a louder voice in JOE, since they make up our financial base.  We’ve established that we can’t give these people positions on the “board of directors” because of… legal jargon, basically.  We need some ideas as to what, if anything, we should do to extend additional perks to these members.  Should we put them on a special committee under Article VIII?  If so, what should we call it?  I’ve proposed “budget committee,” “booking committee,” “advisory committee,” and “board of investors,” all of which got lukewarm responses.  The other option, of course, is to do nothing and say, “One member, one vote.  Thanks for the extra cash, but you can’t buy anything with it ‘cuz it’s our money now.”  But, you know, in a nice way.
3) Finally, I got some feedback about what we should consider a “year,” and so far we’re shooting for October.  So, when you pay your $25 annual membership, you have paid for membership up to and through October 15.  On October 16, your membership fee for the next year is due, and you are not a “member” and you don’t have “voting privileges” until you pay.  October 16 is “inauguration day” for board members if there is to be a change.  A board term lasts from October 16 through October 15 of next year, and you can only serve a maximum of 2 terms (years) in any 1 board position.  Nobody has objected to any of this, so there won’t be a vote unless we have a dissenting voice.  So, you know, speak now or forever hold.
Since the above objections are mere technicalities, it looks like we’re just about ready to submit our application. I’m going to cut-and-paste the relevant items into our articles of incorporation for our non-profit application by Saturday (7/16) so we can resolve any discrepancies at the meeting.  Don’t worry, though: the application won’t be “final” until everyone who wants to see it has seen it.

